A Request from Your Indian Wells Valley Humane Society 
“Home” -  such a small, simple word, but in an animal shelter, there is no more powerful idea.  Home is the ever-present thought, the all-encompassing goal; it hangs in the air and occupies everyone’s minds.  In an animal shelter, the search for a home is everything for every lost cat left unclaimed, for every puppy and kitten born into an already overpopulated world, for every dog given up by his owner.  Home is now the ultimate hope, the magic wish that will mean the difference between life and death.
The Humane Society, with the support of the Ridgecrest Animal Shelter, wants to make people understand that the statistics are more than mere numbers.  Animals have real lives, and they are utterly and completely at our mercy.  The solution to the homeless animal problem is not only a Humane Society and Shelter problem; it’s a community problem.  We must focus on preventing animals from being in the Shelter in the first place.  It comes down to each of us.  Those who live in our community can end this tragedy of unwanted pets, the stray animal problems and the resulting euthanasia of so many of these animals.

We have come to realize that our community cannot change what it cannot see.   Some members of our community may become upset and offended by the information I am going to provide but using euthanasia as a solution to the homeless animal problem is appalling and ineffective.

Euthanasia is not the answer to our over-population problems; spaying and neutering is.  No matter how many adoptions our Shelter may do or how much its euthanasia rate may decrease, as long as any healthy animal is euthanized for the simple lack of a home, it becomes painfully clear that success has not been achieved.
By the end of July, this year, 890 dogs and cats had to be euthanized for the mere fact that not enough homes were available.  The Humane Society and the Ridgecrest Animal Shelter want the killing to stop.  Therefore, we propose to our community, a community that supports animals and their right to live, a solution to end this tragedy.

We propose that with the financial support of private sponsors and local veterinarians, we offer the residents of Indian Wells Valley and Trona a no-cost spay and neuter clinic during the months of October, November and December.  If you would like to have your animals spayed/neutered, please contact the Ridgecrest Animal Shelter, 375-8157, and arrangements will be made for veterinary appointments.
I encourage all community residents to become a sponsor for this program by sending your tax-deductible donations to the Indian Wells Valley Humane Society, P.O. Box 1414, RC, CA 93555, so that we may succeed in our endeavor to wipe out the over-population in our community and put an end to euthanasia.
As soon as our community stops filling the Animal Shelter with homeless animals, the killing can stop.  We need your financial help!!!  Please carefully consider this request.  It will only succeed if we all work together to end this tragedy.

